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One of the priorities of Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe’s agenda is reform
of the nation’s education system. This
is being undertaken at a time when
the problem of bullying at schools has
become increasingly serious. 

Part of the background to the bul-
lying phenomenon lies in the fact that
schools and society in general put too
much emphasis on uniformity and
show little tolerance for diversity.
Children who stick out from the stu-
dent body seem to be natural targets.
Among those are the increasing num-
bers of non-Japanese children grow-
ing up in this country.

The number of foreign residents in
Japan has continuously increased and
it now surpasses 2 million. As a con-
sequence, an estimated 70,000 non-
Japanese children now attend public
schools in this country. An addition-
al 24,000 are enrolled at schools set
up for foreign children, which are au-
thorized as “miscellaneous educational
institutions.” Also, more than 7,000
attend schools that lack any official
recognition. 

Public schools are grappling with a
major educational challenge: teach-
ing Japanese to foreign students.
Schools with a good number of for-
eign students have teachers to pro-
vide Japanese language education at
special classes. Unfortunately, few of
these teachers have sufficient ex-
pertise or experience in teaching

Japanese to foreign children. For that
matter, there is no established teach-
ing method available for them to re-
fer to.

Another important challenge facing
Japanese public schools is how to cre-
ate a multicultural environment where
students of different nationalities and
ethnic backgrounds learn to accept
each other and study together.

Schools for foreign students are not
without their own problems, either.
Schools for Koreans and Chinese with
permanent residence in Japan have a
long history and are officially recog-
nized, albeit as miscellaneous schools.
But the situation is quite different for
the 80 or so schools catering to Brazil-
ians and Peruvians, whose numbers
have grown rapidly in recent years.
So far, only three have been recog-
nized as miscellaneous schools. The
rest are treated as unauthorized pri-
vate schools. This means they are not
eligible for government subsidies,
leaving them financially strapped.

But even authorized miscellaneous
schools enjoy far less public financial
support than regular schools. Besides,
miscellaneous schools are defined as
“institutions that provide education
similar to school education.” They
usually offer specialist courses and
skills that are not taught at ordinary
schools, such as cooking and driving.
It doesn’t make sense for schools for
foreign children to be put into this
category.

Even more serious is the problem

of foreign children
who do not attend
school at all. It is be-
lieved there are thou-
sands of  such
chi ldren,  mainly
Brazilians. However,
no reliable statistics
are available.

There are two key
factors for this prob-
lem: Foreign resi-
dents are not legally obliged to send
their children to school, and many for-
eign parents have unstable employ-
ment status.

Foreign children not attending
school often fail to attain sufficient
proficiency in both Japanese and their
native language and are prone to be-
coming delinquent.

Two key human rights treaties that
Japan has ratified—the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child—stipulate
that the right to education should be
guaranteed for all children irrespec-
tive of their nationalities. To honor
those treaties, the Japanese govern-
ment is now obliged to address the
concerns mentioned above. 

As it happens, the government has
belatedly started dealing with the issue.
In a meeting of the Council on Eco-
nomic and Fiscal Policy in April last
year, then Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi and then Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Shinzo Abe pointed out the

need to improve the living environ-
ment for foreign residents. Since then,
the government has been weighing
various issues in connection with the
lives of foreign residents here.

The government’s initiative has been
backed up by the council of munici-
palities with a relatively large num-
ber of foreign residents. The council,
established in 2001 by a group of cities
with large Brazilian populations, has
proposed a variety of policy measures
to deal with the issues. It now counts
18 municipal governments as its mem-
bers, mainly in Tokai region.

The council held a conference in
Tokyo on Nov. 21 that was attended
by officials of several ministries con-
cerned, including the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, as well as the mayors of
the 18 municipalities. It was a rare op-
portunity for the central and local gov-
ernments to exchange views on issues
related to the education of foreign chil-
dren at public and other schools.

The government should capitalize
on this opportunity to set basic prin-
ciples for the education of foreign chil-
dren and make serious efforts to
improve the educational environment
for them.

The author is a professor at Meiji
University in Tokyo who chairs the
committee on promotion of multicul-
tural communities that was set up by
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications.
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In 2005, Shizuoka University set up
a special admissions quota exclusive-
ly for applicants from technical sen-
ior high schools that specialize in
courses such as engineering, farming
and commerce. We admitted 22 tech-
nical high school graduates. Last year,
the number of successful applicants
from technical high schools increased
to 47, more than double the previous
year. Eventually, we plan to accept up
to 200 technical high school students,
accounting for 10 percent of the new
intake.

The growing phenomenon of so-
called NEETs, young people who are
currently “not engaged in employment,
education or training,” is a cause of
major concern.

This trend seems to be particularly
apparent among students at general
high schools who potentially will re-
main unemployed after graduation.
This, however, has proven not to be
the case with technical high school stu-
dents, who have a clear motivation to-
ward work.

Some students obviously lack the
scholastic aptitude needed to study at
university. To overcome this hurdle,
we arrange for applicants to take an
entrance examination administered by
the university’s admissions office rather
than the standard test organized by
the National Center for University En-
trance Examinations. Alternatively, stu-
dents are able to enter the university

via a process of recommendation.
Once they are accepted, we require
them to study under a correspondence
course offered by the university or oth-
er educational institutions.

In oral examinations, we check stu-
dents’ motivation. The stereotypical
view that technical high school stu-
dents are incompetent could not be
more wrong. It could be that they
found something that caught their in-
terest more than schoolwork when
they were in junior high school.

Many students have great potential
and as long as they are eager to work
hard, they can demonstrate their tal-
ent.

Another telling aspect about students
from technical high schools is that they
are not obsessed with techniques on
how to score high marks in multiple-
choice tests from the national center.

This emphasis on passing universi-
ty entrance exams has been blamed
for depriving high school students of
their ability for logical thought.

Science departments of many uni-
versities rely on the national center to
test applicants’ proficiency in Japan-
ese and English for university entrance
and do not conduct tests of their own.
That is why Japanese-language lessons
taught in high school science courses
tend to attach greater importance to
teaching the art of getting high scores
in multiple-choice tests rather than
how to read or write Japanese.

The recent scan-
dal over the failure
of senior high
schools to teach
subjects required
for graduation also
shows how univer-
sity entrance exam-
inations are
distorting content
taught at  high
schools.

Universities are also to blame for
the situation.

I wonder how many people are
aware that such famous works of lit-
erature as “Heike Monogatari” (The
Tale of The Heike) and “Tsurezure-
gusa” (Essays in Idleness) are not used
in national center tests for Japanese
classics. This is because well-known
works appeared in past tests and are
run in some textbooks but not in oth-
ers and could, therefore, give rise to
unfairness among applicants.

Thus, ensuring entrance examina-
tions remain fair is nerve-racking work. 

Universities are already experiencing
a decline in enrollments due to the
drop in birthrates. If additional sub-
jects are required for entry, universities
will struggle even more to attract stu-
dents

In order to pass university entrance
examinations that are processed me-
chanically, high school students re-
ceive an education with an undue

emphasis on memory and rote learning. 
They can be likened to computers

that have an expanded hard drive but
only a few software programs capable
of running on the central processing
unit.

According to a research paper by
Yuki Honda, an educational sociolo-
gist with the Institute of Social Sci-
ence, University of Tokyo, general high
school students from good homes tend
to be able to interact well with peo-
ple whereas their counterparts at tech-
nical high schools have good people
skills regardless of their home envi-
ronments.

One possible reason for this is that
technical high school students rou-
tinely undergo practical training, which
requires interaction and cooperation
with other people. 

Shizuoka University’s basic educa-
tional goal is the cultivation of talent-
ed individuals, people who have the
ability to become the future leaders of
society. Knowledge alone does not
make leaders. In order to be a good
leader, a person must have good peo-
ple skills, too. 

I would like to revitalize the uni-
versity education system My hope is
that students who graduated from
tenchnical high schools will be allowed
to enter university.

The author is president of Shizuoka
University.
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Tech high schools can offer valuable lessons

Yesterday, President Roh Moo-
hyun ordered an investigation of the
press rooms of each ministry, stat-
ing, “The media is a group that
strongly resists the abolishment of
special privileges, collusion, backdoor
dealings, and violation of rules.” He
implied that “a number of reporters
in the press room are collaborating
to create reporting material.” The
president also ordered the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Trade to in-
vestigate foreign press rooms. It is
truly news for the foreign media. 

Collaboration of articles does not
and cannot exist. It was a statement
against the dignity of the reporters,
who monitor the government in lieu

of the people, and assess govern-
mental policies objectively. It was a
vehement speech reflecting the au-
thoritarian idea that the government
is the absolute good, and criticism
cannot be allowed. Reporters for the
Ministry of Health and Welfare re-
quested a retraction and apologies
for the president fs statement. 

President Roh fs attacks and blame
on the media have intensified toward
the end of his term. Since the begin-
ning, the president did not hide his
antipathy, saying, “Does contact with
reporters mean that public servants
are buying meals and alcohol for the
reporters?” And early this year he la-
beled the media as ejunk food. f Lee

Byung-wan, the presidential chief of
staff, said the day before, said, “It is
true that certain media have adopt-
ed the attitude to doubt the verity of
the president fs proposal for consti-
tutional change,” and blamed the me-
dia for the people fs resistance to
constitutional change. 

But according to several polls held
after the presidential proposal for
constitutional change, 70 percent stat-
ed that eConstitutional change at the
end of the presidential term is not
appropriate. f But his unbending pur-
pose for constitutional change by de-
flecting media criticism is doubtful.
President Roh received the investi-
gation results of the press, and said,

“I will carry out all necessary re-
forms.” Does he mean to control the
media through his presidential pow-
ers? 

The media exists for the citizens f
right to know. The Constitutional
Court clearly states that eThe free-
dom of the press is one of the most
basic rights for citizens in a demo-
cratic society. f Democracy is not dis-
played merely by dominating the
elections. The difference between a
democratic country and a totalitarian
one is whether the people and the
media can criticize governmental
policies without fear. The president
had said, “I have given up being eval-
uated as the good president by peo-

Roh Attacks Media...Again
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